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Federal Update 
 

 ASA Responds to VHA Nursing Handbook and APRN Independent Practice Policy 

 Rep. Harris Introduces Legislation to Repeal the Non-Discrimination Provision of PPACA 

 ASA Endorses Senate Legislation to Reform Rural Hospital Anesthesia Incentive Program 

 Congressional Budget Office Projects Cost of SGR Bill at over 175 Billion 

 FDA Reports the Propofol Shortage is Resolved 

 FDA Announces Opioid Safety Labeling Changes 

 Avoid Negative Payment Adjustment for 2015 - Time is Running Out 

 ASA Opposes Changes to PQRS in Proposed Rule on 2014 Medicare Fee Schedule 

 ASA, Other Medical Groups Address CMS on Potential Release of Medicare Physician Data 

 ASA Expresses Support for Key Provisions of House Committee’s SGR Replacement Bill, Urges Changes to 

Harmful Provision 

 ICD-10-CM/PCS: Thirteen Months and Counting….. (September 2013) 

  

 
ASA Urges the VA to Halt Mandated Independent Practice Initiative  
The American Society of Anesthesiologists (ASA) recently learned the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) is completing 

a final draft of its VHA Nursing Handbook, authored by the VHA Office of Nursing Services (ONS), which outlines policies 

that will remove the scope of practice for advanced practice nurses, including nurse anesthetists.   

 

The draft VHA Nursing Handbook would supersede current VHA policies and designate all advanced practice registered 

nurses (APRNs) as licensed independent practitioners (LIPs).  LIPs would be required to “function as independent 

practitioners…regardless of scope of practice defined by their licensure.”  This proposed change conflicts with the long-

standing VHA Anesthesia Services Handbook that supports physician-nurse, team-based, coordinated care.  Current VHA 

policy provides that “care needs to be approached in a team fashion taking into account the education, training, and licensure 

of all practitioners.”   

 

The ASA has held multiple conference calls with officials within the VHA and has engaged Members of Congress to oppose 

the proposal.   

 

Please support ASA's efforts to preserve current anesthesia policies within the VHA. 
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Call or Email your local Member of Congress and U.S. Senators and ask them to please support ASA's efforts to preserve 

current anesthesia policies within the VHA. 

 

Read Ask Your Lawmaker to Stop VA ONS Initiative Mandating Independent Practice for Nurses   

 

© 2013 American Society of Anesthesiologists 

Advocate for Patient-Centered, Physician-Led Anesthesia Care 
When a routine surgical procedure goes bad or an emergency arises, patients can rely on physician anesthesiologists to 

evaluate, diagnose and intervene, providing patients with optimal care - saving lives.  We know that, but now we need to 

make sure legislators, policy influencers, hospital administrators, media and the public know it as well. 

 

Join the American Society of Anesthesiologists (ASA) in a new educational endeavor, When Seconds Count...Physician 

Anesthesiologists Save Lives™, to advocate for patient-centered, physician-led anesthesia care.  ASA has conducted 

extensive research into perceptions of physician anesthesiologists and found that a majority of the public and many 

policymakers are unaware that anesthesiologists are physicians.  Even fewer know how physician anesthesiologists save lives 

before, during and after surgery.  

 

ASA developed When Seconds Count™ to emphasize how physician anesthesiologists' specialized medical education and 

training provides patients with the highest-quality and safest care and is calling on all members – the specialty’s strongest 

advocates – to spread the word and build momentum.  More information, including a Member Toolkit of resources, is 

available at asahq.org/WhenSecondsCount.  

 

When seconds count, when a life hangs in the balance, when medical emergencies or other complications occur, patient-

centered, physician-led anesthesia care is more important than ever.  Our patients deserve no less. 

 

© 2013 American Society of Anesthesiologists 

 

Kentucky Governor Appoints Two Physician Anesthesiologists to State 
Board of Medical Licensure 
Governor Steve Beshear (D-KY) recently appointed two ASA member physician anesthesiologists to the State Board of 

Medical Licensure.  Heidi M. Koenig, M.D., who was appointed in August, currently serves as President of the Kentucky 

Society of Anesthesiologists and holds the rank of Professor within the Department of Anesthesiology and Perioperative 

Medicine and serves as an Academic Advisory Dean at the University of Louisville, School of Medicine.  Jay S. Grider, 

D.O., Ph.D., who was appointed in May, holds the rank of Associate Professor of Anesthesiology at the University of 

Kentucky.  There Dr. Grider serves as the Division Chief of Pain and Regional Anesthesia as well as the Medical Director of 

the University of Kentucky’s Health Care Pain Services.  With Drs. Koenig and Grinder’s appointments, physician 

anesthesiologists are now members of boards of medical or osteopathic medicine in 30 states. 

 

Due to the great power state medical and/or osteopathic boards (Boards) wield, it is just as important to be active in positive 

advocacy with the Boards as it is to advocate with elected officials.  When new statutes involving healthcare and the practice 

of medicine are written, the Board is often given statutory authority to flesh out the specifics of how that new law will 

actually affect physicians.  This is the particular moment where poor statutes might be improved through the regulatory 

process or, sadly, where helpful statutes can be rendered useless through Board mismanagement.  Boards also can take a 

stand against aggressive behavior on the part of other state boards, such as those representing insurance, health, or nursing. 

 

Regardless of whether your state has a physician anesthesiologist sitting on the Board, getting to know the members of your 

Board and offering yourself as a resource to the members is always good policy.  The same is true for the members of boards 

of nursing, health, and insurance.  When a regulation is proposed, a comment period and opportunity to testify is 

communicated; for the sake of the profession and the patients in your community, it is essential that praise – or censure – is 

communicated within the appropriate time frames.  

 

Today state Boards often hold open meetings that are either available to watch online or listen in via conference call.  

Attending these meetings either in person or virtually can show your support and help remind the Board that physicians are 

paying attention to the rulemaking process.  Submitting comments to proposed regulation is as easy as sending an email or 

http://www.capwiz.com/asa/callalert/index.tt?alertid=62924246&type=CO
http://www.capwiz.com/asa/issues/alert/?alertid=62923951&type=CO
http://www.asahq.org/For-Members/Advocacy/Washington-Alerts/Ask-Your-Lawmaker-to-Stop-VA-ONS-Initiative-Mandating-Independent-Practice-for-Nurses.aspx
http://www.asahq.org/WhenSecondsCount
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writing a letter.  The few minutes it takes to get involved can mean all the difference in the world when it comes to the final 

drafting and adoption of a proposed regulation. 

 

© 2013 American Society of Anesthesiologists 

 

Dr. Claude Brunson Elected President-Elect of Mississippi State Medical 
Association 
The Mississippi State Medical Association recently elected ASA member Claude Brunson, M.D. as president-elect.  Dr. 

Brunson serves as Senior Adviser to the Vice Chancellor for External Affairs at the University of Mississippi Medical Center 

and holds the rank of Professor within the Department of Anesthesiology.   

 

Physician anesthesiologists holding elected leadership roles in state medical associations include:  

 

 Kenneth Elmassian, D.O., President, Michigan State Medical Society 

 Michael Flanagan, M.D., President, Medical Association of the State of Alabama   

 Jim Grant, M.D., President-elect, Michigan State Medical Society 

 Christopher Young, M.D., President, Tennessee Medical Association 

 

Involvement does not stop with membership in one’s state component society.  Being active, taking on leadership roles, and 

working with other specialties within the state medical society will lead to improved advocacy for physician 

anesthesiologists.  According to Dr. Elmassian “there are several anesthesiologists in leadership roles in the house of 

medicine promoting physician led health care.  That said, we can use some more help!  Stay relevant in your medical society, 

bring change to the AMA...the rewards are priceless.” 

 

© 2013 American Society of Anesthesiologists 

 
Pain Medicine Effort by Nurses Gets a Flat Tire in Texas 
In 2012, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) published a final rule allowing Medicare funds to be used to 

pay nurse anesthetists to diagnose and treat chronic pain so long as it is permitted by their state’s laws.  The final rule 

effectively charged individual states with determining whether nurse anesthetists may receive payment for these services.   

 

As what was likely a test state for this topic, legislation was introduced in Texas that would -- among other things -- require 

the Texas Board of Nursing to adopt rules regarding the provision of pain management services by advanced practice nurses. 

If signed into law, the provision would have been used by the Board of Nursing to expand nursing scope into pain thus 

authorizing nurses to practice pain medicine.  The Texas Society of Anesthesiologists identified the proposed language and 

due to their fast and effective lobbying, the offending language was removed before the bill was signed into law.   
 

Interventional pain management by unqualified providers presents serious risks to patients, such as persistent or worsened 

pain, bleeding, infection, nerve damage, brain damage, paralysis or even death.  ASA strongly opposes CMS’ 2012 rule and 

supports efforts at the state and national level to recognize interventional pain management as the practice of medicine to 

ensure that interventional treatment of pain is provided only by qualified MDs/DOs. 

 
© 2013 American Society of Anesthesiologists 

 

Florida Board of Dentistry Denies Nurses Efforts to Expand Scope 

In August, the Florida Board of Dentistry (BOD) voted unanimously to not allow nurse anesthetists to sedate patients to a 

level deeper than the sedation permit held by the dentist.  Nurse anesthetists were seeking parity with a recent BOD rule that 

authorizes physician anesthesiologists to sedate deeper than the dentist’s sedation permit.   

 

The BOD heard testimony from the Florida Association of Nurse Anesthetists (FANA) attorney, the Florida Society of 

Anesthesiologists’ (FSA) counsel, Mr. Jerome Hoffman, and FSA member Dr. Hector Vila, as well as the Florida Dental 

Association (FDA) lobbyist.  According to FSA President, Dr. Jay Epstein, the Board rejected the argument that nurse 
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anesthetists were as safe as physician anesthesiologists, an argument nurse anesthetists attempted to combine with claims of 

cost savings and access to care issues.   

 

Read the Florida Association of Nurse Anesthetists letter to the Board of Dentistry. 

 

© 2013 American Society of Anesthesiologists 

Interested in Learning More About the Anesthesiologist Assistant 
Profession?   
Interested in learning more about the Anesthesiologist Assistant profession?  Want to hire an AA or post AA job 

opportunities for free?  The American Academy of Anesthesiologist Assistants (AAAA) has an exciting opportunity for 

anesthesiologists to help support the AA profession.  Join the AAAA to become a Physician Affiliate Member at 

https://secure.societyhq.com/aaaa/memberapp.iphtml and have access to the following benefits:  

 

 Obtain current information about the AA profession via quarterly newsletters 

 Access a searchable online AA membership directory 

 Receive member’s only access to our AA “Jobline” where you can post open positions free of cost 

 Obtain assistance with AA payment details for your practice  

 Access informational brochures and publications about the AA profession  

 Promote your local CME activities to AAs online  

 Access to up to date information on AA legislative efforts 

 Submit requests for AA representation at local professional meetings  

 Network with other anesthesiologist AA supporters 

 Build your professional portfolio by providing CME lectures at our annual meeting   

 

Physician Affiliate membership dues are only $150.00 per year and additional group practice and association, or individual, 

sponsorship opportunities are available. 

 

For more information about AAAA and membership benefits click here http://www.anesthetist.org 

 

© 2013 American Society of Anesthesiologists 

 

Physician Anesthesiologists Promoted at NCSL  
This August more than 5,000 state-level legislators, legislative staff, government officials, business representatives, and 

association representatives from around the country assembled in Atlanta to attend the National Conference of State 

Legislatures (NCSL) Legislative Summit.  The NCSL Legislative Summit is the largest gathering of state legislators in the 

nation.  

 

For the past thirteen years, the American Society of Anesthesiologists (ASA) has participated at NCSL as an exhibitor.  This 

year, ASA again represented physician anesthesiologists at the joint physician booth “Physicians Advocating for Patients.” 

The exhibit booth included representatives of the American Academy of Family Physicians, American College of Surgeons, 

American Academy of Dermatology, and the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons.   

 

While at NCSL, Georgia Society of Anesthesiologists President (GSA) Jay Johansen, M.D., Ph.D., and GSA lobbyist Jet 

Toney, joined ASA staff in interacting with state legislators and legislative staff at the exhibit booth. 

 

The NCSL Legislative Summit provides ASA with a unique opportunity to increase the visibility of physician 

anesthesiologists and educate state legislators about physician anesthesiologists and their achievements in advancing patient 

safety.  State legislators and staff appreciated the opportunity to speak with ASA and GSA representatives as well as others at 

the joint booth who represented their respective medical specialties.  ASA will soon begin planning for NCSL's 2014 

Legislative Summit, which will be held in Minneapolis from August 19-22, 2014. 

 

© 2013 American Society of Anesthesiologists 
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